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SPECIAL SERVICES OF THE OUN(B) AND UPA DURING THE PERIOD  
OF FRONT-LINE ACTIVITIES AND ADAPTATION TO NEW CONDITIONS 

OF STRUGGLE (1943 – 1945) 
 

Based on substantial factual material, a significant part of which is being 
introduced into scientific circulation for the first time, the authors characterize the 
activities  of  the  special  services  of  the  OUN(b)  and  UPA in  1943–1945.  The  article  
emphasizes that this was the most difficult period in their development, as the rapid 
approach of the German-Soviet front forced the Ukrainian underground to urgently adapt to 
fighting in new conditions. It has been shown that significant efforts were directed toward 
expanding its material base, in which the Security Service (SB) played an important role. It 
has been established that, taking advantage of the chaos on the front lines, its combat units 
seized property needed for the underground in cities. Accumulating a “gold reserve”, SB 
participated in the collection of material assets from the clergy and the population and 
controlled the secrecy of the construction of underground warehouses and residential 
hideouts. It has been noted that while continuing the armed struggle against the German 
occupiers, it conducted negotiations with their allies who did not want to continue fighting, 
receiving weapons, ammunition, and supplies from them. It is proven that, under conditions 
of increased secrecy, the influence of the Security Service on the underground significantly 
increased. It has been established that the structure of its departments continued to be based 
on a territorial principle, but the staff of each unit depended on many circumstances and 
had regional characteristics. It is emphasized that, due to the need to preserve human 
resources for the planned anti-Soviet uprising, in the summer of 1944, measures were 
taken to disrupt mobilization into the Red Army. A new wave of reforms of the special 
services in 1945 was traced, when a significant number of underground activists and 
insurgents were transferred to legal status. In particular, intelligence work was strengthened, 
agents were recruited among fighter battalions (VB), and complex operational games were 
carried out with NKVD employees. 

Keywords: OUN(b), UPA, Security Service, reference, special service, intelligence, 
intelligence agency. 
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