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THE CONCEPT OF «TERRORIST WARFARE» AND ITS PRACTICAL 
IMPLEMENTATION DURING THE FULL-SCALE INVASION OF THE 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION INTO UKRAINE  
(between 11 September 2022 and 12 March 2023) 

 
The essence and main components that formed the essence of the concept of 

‘terrorist war’ of the Russian Federation during the period of Russia's aggression 
against Ukraine, their development and certain transformation, based on the results of 
the military-political and operational situation, were studied. The authors of the article 
aimed to reveal the content of the components of the Russian Federation's terrorist war, 
in particular, energy terror aimed at destroying critical infrastructure, as well as the use 
of politically motivated criminals in the ranks of private military companies (PMCs) in 
military operations during the period from 11 September 2022 to 12 March 2023. Research 
methodology.  is based on the principles of historicism, systematicity, verification and 
scientific rigour. The authors used problem-search, problem-thematic, chronological and 
interdisciplinary methods. Based on the method of content analysis of the domestic 
information space and the products of the central and regional mass media and 
communication of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation, using a critical 
and analytical approach, the main directions of the information and propaganda work 
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation were 
identified and considered. The scientific novelty lies in the fact that, for the first time 
in Ukrainian historiography, an attempt has been made to analyse the results of testing 
the components of the concept of ‘terrorist war’ during the full-scale armed invasion of 
Ukraine by the Russian Federation within a specific chronological framework. Based 
on the study of various sources, the fact and reasons for certain, sometimes radical 
transformations in the content of information and propaganda support for the aggressor 
army's military operations have been substantiated. The conclusions emphasise that the 
Russian Federation's missile attacks against our country's critical infrastructure, 
civilian population and civilian objects are war crimes. This radical change in the 
paradigm of armed confrontation objectively led to a change in the nature of combat 
operations, which increasingly took on the characteristics of terrorist warfare in the 
form of energy terror and the widespread involvement of criminals in the ranks of PMCs in 
combat operations by the aggressor country. Overall, during this period, despite some 
tactical miscalculations and losses, the Ukrainian state, society and the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine coped with the task of organising effective resistance to the enemy. 

Keywords: terrorist war, energy terrorism, information and propaganda support for 
the armed forces, private military companies, mass media and communications. 
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