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Dolhanova M., Dolhanov O.  
 

MILITARY CHAPLAINCY IN THE CONTEXT OF POST-SOCIALIST 
TRANSFORMATIONS: A HISTORIOGRAPHICAL PERSPECTIVE 

 
This study offers a historiographical examination of scholarly works produced by 

Ukrainian and international researchers concerning the formation and development of military 
chaplaincy in post-socialist states from the 1990s onward. Although interest in military–
religious relations has increased following the collapse of socialist regimes, military chaplaincy 
in these countries has not yet emerged as an independent and systematically explored field of 
research within either Ukrainian or foreign historiography. 

The article reviews academic publications addressing pastoral care in the armed 
forces of Poland, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Latvia, and other 
states of Central and Eastern Europe. These works are interpreted within the broader 
framework of post-socialist transformation, democratic reforms, and the re-
establishment of religious institutions in the military sphere. Attention is given to 
variations in national models of chaplaincy, their legal foundations, and patterns of 
institutional development, as reflected in existing historiographical discourse. 

The research also incorporates normative and legal sources from the countries 
under consideration, many of which are introduced into Ukrainian scholarly circulation 
for the first time. Their analysis contributes to a clearer understanding of state–
military–religious interaction in post-socialist societies. Overall, the article underscores 
the importance of further interdisciplinary investigation into the role of religion and 
chaplaincy within contemporary armed forces. 

Keywords: military chaplain, post-socialist countries, pastoral care, Anti-Terrorist 
Operation / Joint Forces Operation (ATO/JFO), NATO. 
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