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The article examines the international reaction to the Kursk offensive operation of 

the Defense Forces of Ukraine, launched on August 6, 2024, and its impact on the geopolitical 
situation as of February 2026. The official positions of key geopolitical actors are analyzed: 
NATO, the European Union, the United States, the People’s Republic of China, the Global 
South countries, and the Russian Federation. It is established that the majority of Western 
partners recognized the operation as Ukraine’s legitimate right to self-defense under Article 51 
of the UN Charter and international humanitarian law. The study reveals that the operation 
shattered the myth of the Russian army’s “invincibility” and demonstrated the vulnerability of 
its territory, significantly affecting the conflict’s perception by the Global South countries 
previously inclined toward a “frozen conflict” on Russia’s terms. The role of the DPRK as an 
active combatant on Russia’s side with approximately 11,000 troops is highlighted, which 
became a factor of the conflict’s globalization and prompted South Korea and Japan to 
reconsider their assistance policies toward Ukraine. The evolution of U.S. approaches is 
traced: from restrained support under President J. Biden to active engagement in diplomatic 
settlement under D. Trump. The Kursk operation became an important diplomatic tool for 
strengthening Ukraine’s negotiating positions, accelerated the lifting of restrictions on 
Western long-range weapons, and significantly changed the balance of power in the 
international arena. For the first time since World War II, foreign troops occupied and continue 
to hold internationally recognized Russian territory. The research is based on official 
diplomatic statements, documents of international organizations, and open sources. 
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