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Aulin O. 

CIVIL WAR IN SPAIN (1936 – 1939) AS A KEY MILITARY TESTBED  
OF THE INTERWAR PERIOD 

 
The article analyzes the Spanish Civil War of 1936 – 1939 as a key military-political 

testbed of the interwar period, where major world powers experimented with new strategies, 
tactics, and technologies that would later influence World War II. In light of the ongoing 
Russian aggression against Ukraine, it is essential to reassess this conflict as a historical 
precedent for external intervention, asymmetric support for factions, and the transformation of 
military art through new means of warfare. For Ukraine, it is particularly relevant to study the 
evolution of aviation, armored vehicles, logistics, and information operations during the 
Spanish conflict, as well as to understand how internal political and ideological divisions 
impacted resilience. Analyzing these dynamics enhances our comprehension of external 
influences on warfare, coalition support formation, and the consequences of strategic 
miscalculations – critical factors for strengthening Ukraine's defense capabilities and 
anticipating the dynamics of international support. The aim of this article is to identify key 
strategic, operational, and tactical lessons from the military experience in Spain to bolster 
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Ukraine's defense against Russian aggression. The Spanish Civil War was the first 20th-
century conflict where urban warfare gained significant strategic importance, prompting 
military theorists to recognize urban environments as complex theaters of operations. The 
battles for Madrid, Barcelona, Bilbao, and Zaragoza illustrated how cities could serve as 
effective defensive positions for the weaker side, neutralizing the technical advantages of the 
aggressor. The urban environment disrupted the connection between infantry and armored 
vehicles, leading to a shift towards decentralization and the concept of the "house-fortress." 
Defenders adeptly transformed buildings, factories, and neighborhoods into fortified positions, 
showcasing their resourcefulness in urban combat. In conclusion, the Spanish Civil War is a 
vital case study for understanding military tactics and the impact of external influences on 
warfare. The lessons learned from this conflict remain pertinent today, offering insights that 
can enhance Ukraine's defense strategies in the face of contemporary threats. 

Keywords: Spanish Civil War, military tactics, urban warfare, external intervention, 
Ukraine. 

 
: 03.02.2026 

: 15.02.2026 
:24.04.2026 


