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Baranov S., Martsinko N. 

 

ASSESSMENT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF PRIVATE MILITARY 
COMPANIES IN THE CONTEXT OF HYBRID WARFARE: THE MILITARY-

ECONOMIC DIMENSION OF STATE SECURITY 
 
The article examines the activities of private military companies (PMCs) as a 

historical phenomenon of the transformation of forms of armed violence in the late 
20th  and  early  21st  centuries.  The  focus  is  on  analyzing  the  role  of  PMCs  in  
contemporary hybrid conflicts, with an emphasis on the military-economic dimension 
of their functioning and their impact on state security. The authors consider PMCs not only as 
an instrument of modern military policy, but also as the result of the evolution of indirect and 
privatized forms of warfare, which have deep historical parallels. 

Based on an interdisciplinary but historically oriented approach, a methodology is 
proposed for historical and analytical assessment of PMCs' activities in the military-economic 
security system. The methodology is based on a combination of comparative historical 
analysis, a structural-functional approach, and the generalization of empirical data on the 
participation of PMCs in armed conflicts at the beginning of the 21st century. Particular 
attention is paid to defining the criteria and indicators of the military-economic influence of 
PMCs, which are used not for formalized calculations, but for interpreting the historical 
patterns of hybrid warfare development. 

The empirical basis of the study is an analysis of the activities of Russian private military 
companies in the conflicts of 2014–2023. It is shown that the involvement of PMCs made it 
possible to combine a covert military presence with the realization of the state's 
economic interests, in particular through control over resources and infrastructure. The 
article proves that this practice contributed to the formation of long-term mechanisms 
of hybrid warfare and had significant military and economic consequences for the 
states that became targets of aggression. 

It is concluded that the activities of PMCs in modern hybrid conflicts are a manifestation 
of deeper historical changes in the nature of warfare, associated with the weakening of the state 
monopoly on the use of force and the institutionalization of privatized violence. The results of 
the study expand the possibilities of military-historical analysis of hybrid conflicts and can be 
used in further historical and interdisciplinary studies. 

Keywords: private military companies, hybrid warfare, military-economic security, 
history of military conflicts, privatization of violence, Russian PMCs, transformation of the 
nature of warfare, indirect forms of armed conflict. 
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