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Yemelianova S., Khomenko Y., Shumlianskyi S. 
 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS OF THE ROYAL ENGINEERS OF THE BRITISH 
ARMY: HISTORY AND CONTEMPORARY PRACTICE 

 
The article examines the historical evolution and activities of the Corps of Royal 

Engineers of the British Army in the United Kingdom and abroad between 1787 and 2025. 
The development of the Corps’ overseas engagement is analysed, highlighting its role in 
enabling combat operations, peacekeeping missions and humanitarian activities across 
different historical periods. The study identifies the main stages in the institutional formation of 
the Corps, the evolution of its functions and the specific features of its employment (as part of 
engineer units) in armed conflicts and post conflict reconstruction in various countries. The 
core, priority lines of the Corps’ engineering activity are outlined, including combat 
engineering, demining, logistical support and geospatial/topographical support, as well as the 
training of its personnel. The article demonstrates the role and importance of the Corps within 
the system of global security and its ability to adapt to contemporary armed conflicts and 
humanitarian crises. It is shown that the Corps applies a comprehensive approach to 
supporting international security by combining the use of military force with humanitarian and 
stabilisation tasks. Over different historical periods, the main vectors of the Corps’ activity 
shifted in line with the defence needs of the United Kingdom, while its flexibility and 
functional versatility enabled effective responses to changing threats and operational 
environments. The Corps is shown to play a key role in promoting stability, ensuring the 
security of civilians and protecting the strategic interests of the United Kingdom and its allies. 
The article also emphasises that the Corps’ overseas activities include cooperation with 
Ukraine and its defence forces. It is concluded that the Corps’ experience, particularly in 
demining, reconstruction and the provision of humanitarian assistance to civilians, is highly 
relevant for Ukraine’s post war recovery. 

Keywords: Royal Engineers, military engineering, engineer support, peacekeeping 
operations, humanitarian engineering, armed conflicts, international security. 
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