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Sivak O. 

 
THE HISTORY OF THE SELF-PROPELLED ARTILLERY SYSTEMS 

DEVELOPMENT ON WHEELED AUTOMOTIVE CHASSIS  
(LATE 20TH – EARLY 21ST CENTURY) 

 
The article deals with the artillery systems development mounted on wheeled 

automotive chassis within the framework of the Truck-Mounted Gun (TMG) concept as 
one of the key directions in the transformation of modern artillery. Using the wheeled self-
propelled artillery systems CAESAR, Hawkeye, and G6 Rhino as case studies, the paper 
analyzes the evolution of approaches to combining firepower, mobility, and strategic 
transportability in artillery assets. 

Special attention is paid to the design and tactical-technical characteristics of these 
systems, including the use of automotive chassis with varying payload capacities, 
automated fire control systems, reduced-recoil technologies, and hydraulic stabilizers. The 
article demonstrates that CAESAR represents the heavy segment of the TMG concept, 
oriented toward long-range fire support in high-intensity conflicts; Hawkeye embodies a 
lightweight expeditionary approach aimed at supporting air-mobile and rapid reaction 
units; while G6 Rhino serves as an example of heavy wheeled artillery with an enhanced 
level of protection, intended for operations in high-intensity combat environments. 

Wheeled artillery systems of the TMG type have formed a distinct and sustainable 
direction in the development of modern artillery, driven by increasing requirements for 
operational and strategic mobility, reduced deployment times, and enhanced survivability of 
artillery units under conditions of contemporary counter-battery warfare. 

Based on a comparative analysis, the study concludes that the TMG concept does not 
constitute a unified solution but is implemented in several functional variants depending on 
the military-doctrinal requirements of the developer states. The synthesis of combat and 
operational experience indicates the growing role of wheeled self-propelled artillery 
systems as an effective complement to tracked self-propelled howitzers and towed artillery 
in contemporary and future armed conflicts. 

Keywords: artillery, self-propelled artillery, Truck-Mounted Gun, strategic mobility, 
combat operations. 
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